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To the 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sor PATIENCE WARD 


Lord Mayor 


Of the CI'T Y of 


LONDON. 


Right Honourable, 
[: is ſo hard, on ſome occaſions, to be a tho- 


roughly good ( briſtian, and much more to 

be ſuch a Magiſtrate ; that ſome have gi- 

ven over the endeavour of- it, out of a per- 
ſwaſin, that it is impoſaible. Which, as it 

ceeds from great ignorance of the Chriſtian Rel 

gion ſo, would be a great diſparagement tot ; if 

our bleſſed Saviour ,* and his Apoſtles, had not ta- 

ken ſpecial care , not only to breed im us a quite 

contrary opinion ; but alſo to raiſe our minds to the - 

A 3 bighe#t. 


The Epiſtle 
higheit degree of confidence, that we ſhall be able, 
by the Divine aſiſtance , to ſurmount the greateſt 
difficulties. 

T his I have endeavoured, im as plam a manner 
as I con'd deviſe, to preſs in this Sermon ; which 
by the deſire of that Flonourable ( ourt , Where 
Jour Lordſhip" preſides, 1 now humbly preſent -to 
Tour and the publick view. Which will do t 

ood, I hope, not only becauſe Your Lordſhip: Far 
« it very ſeaſonable at Your entrance upon Tour Ofe 
fice, but becauſe 1 was direfted to this ſubjeft; not 
ſo mach by my own Prudence, as by a kind of Dis 
vine Providence : which I have oft obſerved on the 
like occaſums. 

For, having in the common courſe of my Ser- 
mons thi year, at my on Pariſh, Precched ups 
on ſome part of the Epiſtle for the Day, I found 
there Was 'no need to go out of my way to meet 
with a fitting Argument ; upon that Sunday when 
I was appointed to preach to Your Lordſhip. And 
therefore I fought no further, but applyed my ſelf 
to proſecute the. firit words, which occurred there : 
a_ that, not With ſuch matter as humane inven» 

might have furniſhed me withall ; but fuch as 

the Avſtl himſelf ſug geſted, in the reſt of the 
Epiſtle UF that day. 

: And indeed, they are matters of great and weigh» 

ty 


vYilw 
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ty importance ; which; though there be many of them, 
I have both comprebended nr a. lutle-room,. aud alſa 
made them not - hard- to be remembred ; becauſe 1 
have conſidered them as relating. :all to one and the 
ſame end; . and as having, not only the ſame ſcope, 
but, ſuch a dependance alſo. one upon. another, that 
they cannot well be ſeparated.” 1 ans ſure. zwhere 
they are all united, there the Divine Bleſſorg Will 
be ; for they are the compleat Armour of God, 
that heavenly defence, which willcertainly ſecure us 
in our ſtation ; if we will but make uſe of it,, wuh a 
mind to be and to do whatſoever Chriit would have us. 

The firſt ſtep toward which, is rightly to un- 
derſtand our duty ; 4s ſhould have been preſſe 
more largely, if I had had room; enhugh ; from 
thoſe words , be girt about with Truth. I 
which if we be defeftive , we ſhall miſcarry, do 
what we can ; . and the more Zealous we are, the 
more we ſhall be out of tht' way.” But it is not like» 
ly we ſhall be defeftive in any material part of 
Chriſtian Knowledge, if to our ſerious ſtudy of a 
right nnderſtanding and judgment in all things, we 
& ( actording to the lat Advice in this diſcourſe ) 
moſt earneſt prayer to God for his direftion, gui- 
dance, and aſſiſtance ; and can appeal to Flom, m 
fuich words as thoſe of David ( which are. full of 


ſmcere affettion) that we are heartily reſolved, to 
da 
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do whatſoever we know to be our duty ; and that 
there is nothing we long for ſo much in this world, 
4s to know it mtirely, CXIX. Plal. 34, 35, Give 
me underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy law ; 
yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my whole hearr. 
Make me to go, in the path of thy Com- 
mandments ; Be henciade 1 dibighs 

Which that Your Lordſhip may alwayes do, and 
thereby acquit your ſelf, m your -Yunle charge, to 
the general ſatisfaFtion of all good men, is the hearty 
prayer of 


My Loxo, 


Your moſt humble Seryanr, _ 


S. PATRICK. 
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E ynegs. vi. 10. 


F inaly, Brethren, be ftrong 
be Lad, and in the power *k bis 


= 


Have choſen, you ſee, for your 
_ inftru&tion, 


CIC 
loved, the beginning of the 
Day: In the firſt word of which 
B 
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nifies, that he was drawing toa concluſion 

of this Letter, to the \Chrittian Church at 

us. Famally, my Brethren, I have nothin 
nank to 4dd, but this; all that remains is - 
exhort you, to be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
power of bis nught. 

He had made his moſt earneſt Prayer to 
God inthe middle of this Epiltle (iii. 1 4,cc.) 
that he would grant them, according to the riches 
of his glory, to be ſtrengthned with might by his 

rit, % the inner aa x08 lo they might be 
able to perform all their Chriſtian duty ; 
which follows-in the infuing part of che Epi- 
ſtle, rill you comego my Text- In which 
be putythem. in mind thay it was got ſuffci- 
ent to receive ſtrength from Heaven, in their 
inner man : but they muſt alſo be ſtrong, or 
ſtrengthen themſelves; not indeed in / uw hay 
but m the Lord, in that heayenly ſtrength 
which en bleſſed Saviour gives us, 'and ai the 
r. of bis might ,- wherewith He will- al- 
coun aſſiſt _ weakneſs. | 

There lyes the ſecurity of Chriſtians; from 
whom our Saviour expects a faithful obedi- 
ence, both in their fingle, and in their relative 
capacity, either as Men or Women, or as Hus- 
bands 'or Wives, as Parents at Children, as 


Maſters 
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Maſters or Servants, (all whoſe: duties the 
Apoſtle had juſt before moſt punctually ſer 
down) - becauſe He requires no impoſlible 
thing ; bur ſuch an ence as he ſtrength- 
ens us with might, by his ſpirit, to perform : 
if we will but be careful and diligent to 
ſtrengthen our ſelves i him, and m the power of 
bis might. 


In which words we cannot but obſerve 
thele two things. - 

Firſt, A Chriſtian duty incumbent upon 
them ; which was to be ſtrong, or to ſtrength- 
6 theraſelves : For it is an Extonyen 97 
the Apoſtle to the ians ; whom he char- 
ges with this, as raps upſhort of his fore- 
going diſcourſe. | 

Secondly, The abiliry they had to perform 
this duty, which is in, or by the Lord: For 
there he tells them their ſtrength lyes z im him, 
and in the of bis might ; that is, in his 
mighty infoccable power. 


The fiſt of which ſuppoſes that chey 
would need a great deal of courage and re- 
ſolution (for that is to be ſtrong, in the Apo- 
ſtles language) to be able co do their duty, 

: B 2 in 
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in all relations, m all tinzes, and im all con- 
ditions and — of life. 
ral courage , or mere Philoſophical Reſolation, 
jg On s _ not be ſufficient to 
ca em difficulries : buc upon 
ho keen yr tr micwould quail, unleſs 
they were ſu y a diviner ſort of Yer- 
rue; which he calls being ſtrong m the Lord. 
By the Lord. meaning our Bl Saviour ; 
who bred in his Diſciples ſouls a new kind of 
valour , which, men were not acquainted 
withal before ; or of which we read nothing 
in the Books of mere Philoſophers. For 
as they do fay lictle or-nothing of that cruſt 
and "confidence, which all good men ought 
to repoſe in God, and of a vigorous appli- 
cation of their mind to Him, for ſtrength-and 
reſolution to be truly vertuous : ſo they could 
ſay nothing, of ſuch deyoute addrefles to-our 
Lord for it. | 

Who ſending his Apoſtles into the world 
to propagate his Religion, which was fare 
ro meet with mighty oppoſition, furniſhed 
them with. a ſuitable courage : which they 
iadeayoured to infuſe into all others; who by 
entertaining their DoQtrine, might have need 


of 
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of the like verrne. Which is this here in 
text; of a quite different ſort from th 
now named: For it ariſes not from natural 
heat, or from the mere ſoundneſs of our na- 
cural principles of reaſon, and the honeſt re- 
folucion which we have firmly buile there- 
npon : bur from a far higher original, the - 
mighty, invincible power of the Lord Jetus, 
which was always m their eye, and on which 
they ftedfaſtly relyed. As there was very 
great need; having other kid of enemies to 
grapple withal, than mere natural men 
chooght of ; not meerly with fleſh and blood, 
(as it follows after my: text) that is, - wich 
tumane powers and their ſavage malice and 
cruelty : but with the Devil and his Angels; 
who did all they could to þrprraore em, 
and hinder their fpreadi this Religior : 
For which.end they inſtigared both the Jews 
Rulers, and Heathen Kings and Princes, '0 
me them with the greateſt rage, and 
the moſt Diabolical fury. 


And the very ſame-powers of-Hell, we 
have reaſon to think, are now at work to 
confound us and our Religion. - The Refor- 
mation of which was little k&6 wonderfuls-in 


One 
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one regard, has aſe publication of the 
Goſpel, For it ike lightning ; and, on a 
all cheſe northera Countries purged 
themſelves, from the Romiſh pollutions , 
with a marvellous conſent : as ſwiftly and in 
as ſhort a ſpace of time, as the Goſpel, at 
ics-firſt Preaching, ran among the Genciles ; 
and excited them to free themſelyes from 
Pagan Idolatries. And immediately the De- 
vil Jet his Agents at work, to Aa ag 
{poil the Reformation by Sets and: Herehies ; 
and-to deter men from embracing it, by the 
moſt dreadful puniſhments : juſt as when the 
Goſpel broke-out, he laboured to uphold his 
Authority by the like arts and inſtruments of 
deceit and cruelty. 


And new the powers of darkneſs ſeem to 
be making their very laſt attempt in theſe 
Countries; to overthrow that , which was 
fo happily, and by ſuch an extraordinary 
hand of God eſtabliſhed. And who knows 
bur their fury may proceed to ſuch violence, 
as without an extraordinary courage, we ſhall 
not be able to ſtand faſt in the Faith, to quit our 
ſelves like men, and to be ſtrong ; as the Apoſtle 
exhorts in the 1 Cor. xvi. 13 ? 

| Ve 
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* We had beſt therefore fortifie our ſelyes 
beforchand with a good ſtock of this Divine + 
Vertue : which we ſhall have great uſe of 
upon other occaſions (though by the merci- 
ful Providence of God that trial of it ſhould 
be prevented, for which we humbly pray 
and hope) to inable us to do, as well as to- 
ſuffer all chings that would hinder our doing 
the will of God. I am not able to ſay, to- 
which of theſe my Text moſt relates : whe- 
ther to the words foregoing, or to thoſe that 
follow. But which way ſoever we take them, 
there will be little or no: difference : and-it: 
will be _ _ them to both. ; Becauſe 
the power of Chriſt is as n for _us-to 
enable us to diſcharge Faroe duties: 
before mentioned ; as to withſtand thoſe tri- 
als which he tells the Epheſians in the Verles: 
following, would diſcourage and diſhearren: 
them in their obedience. 


Now to the end, that we may be-furniſh- 
ed with a ſfufficiene ſtrengrh-for both ; I ſhall. 
do theſe two things ; 

Firſt, Shew you wherein this duty- con- 
fiſts, of being ſtrong, or ſtrengthening our: 
ſelves in the Lord, and in his mighty power. 

[8 Secondly,, 


Secondly, What our work is, or what we 
* have to do, that we may be. indued with 
this mighty Vere. 


I. 


For the firſt of rhele ; __—_— 
meant, as I ſaid, our tes Saviour, who 
laying down his liſe for us, is raiſed 
and made the Lord of all (all power in Hea- 
ven and in Earth being given ©o him, as he 
limſelf cold his and afterward was 
proved by fenfible efle&ts) to be ſtrong in him 
conſis in; thels ther ings. 


1. Fyſt, To be with a lively fath of 
the Power and Glory, ih anr Lord now hath at 
Gods right hand. 


= Secondly, To keep this Faith alive in our 
bearts, that is may make 14 on all occaſuns repais 
to Hm : repreſentmg Flom allways as aftually pre- 
ſent to us, by the Power of his might to aid and 
KECOMY MS. 
3- Thirdly, I» this Faith to be fled, 

ſaved to ſtick to him, and not to | þo om the 
duty Fe enjoins us : . 


hat ma us, to diſc , 165 
pre Aus oh to diſcourage nr dom. 


of 
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Of theſe we have ſuch frequent occaſion 
to treat, at ſome time or other, that it may 
be ſufficient now only to repeat them. 


1. Ve muſt repreſent the Majeſty and 
Power, wherein our Lord reigns at Gods 
right hand, fo ſtrongly to our ſouls, that 
they be poſlefled with a pregnant and lively 
ſenle of it; and be diſpoſed thereby to depend 
upon him continually, as an Almighty Sa- 
viour. 1 

2. And then this Faith, when it is ſettled 
in our hearts, we muſt a&tuate and excite ; 
'that it may make us look upon Him as pre- 
ſent with us, at all times, by his Almighry 
Power ; to aid and afliſt us, to ſupport and 
comfort us; as well as able at laſt Erernally 
to reward us. 

3- And laſtly, This Faith muſt ſertle in us 
a firm reſolution and purpoſe to adhere to his 
ſervice, and reſiſt all temptations to the con- 
trary ; till by his Power we overcome them, 
and remain Liehful to the very death, expe&t- 
ing from him the Crown of Lite. 


This He expects from us, and this we 
muſt charge our ſelves withal ; and be faich- 
C ful 
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ful ro it, and Redfaſt in ic. For if we doube 
not of His Power, why ſhould we not de- 
pend upon it; and, by the force of it, do 
that for which He communicates it unto us ? 
Hath He not made us many pretious Promiſes, 
that by them we may be partakers of a Divine Na- 
ture * Hath He not laid, He will be with «s, 
and give his Holy Spirit to them that ask it, and 
never leave us nor forſake us, but be our belper, 
and deliverer ? Hath He not bid us, wot fear them 
that can do no more but kill the body ; but fear Him 
that can throw both Soul and Body into Hell * and 
repeated it again ; that we ſhould fear this 
great Lord; fear to. offend Him, fear to loſe 
His favour, and the glorious hope He hath ſet 
before us * Hath He not bid us lay hold on this 
hope ; and bold faſt owr confidence and the rejoycing 
x nr wnto the end * Hath He not bid us 
cruſt co this, chat Htronger is He that #s in us, 
than he that 4s in the world? than the Devil, 
and all his partakers and inſtruments? who 
have no power to hurt us, ualeſs He canſent 
to it; and in that caſe, the thing we ac- 
count a hurt, ſhall work together for our good *? 

' We are not Chriſtians, it we believe nor 
this. And what is there more to be belic- 
ved, but that He hath power to make good 


his 
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his word ? And how can we queſtion that; 
when we remember that He is the Lotn ? 
whole power is no leſs large than his delire : 
So that He cannot be inclined by his good 
will, ro delign or to promiſe any kindneſs 
to his Servants; which He hath not equal 
abilicy aCtually to perform. 

- He doth not merely wiſh us well; nor can 
He be ſuſpetted ever to find any impotency 
in himſelf, whereby He ſhould be diſabled 
from expreſſing the love which we think 
He bears us. And therefore He cannot be 
more forward, either to conceive good in- 
tentions towards us, or to make us promiles 
of the He intends; than He is ready 
and able to do, to the full,- what He pur- 
poſes and what He promiles. 

The conſideration of which power of his, 
is the great ſupport of our Faith, when we 
read any of his exceeding great and pretious 
promiſes 1n the Holy Scriptures : and ſhould 
make us heartily depend upon them, and 
with a ſertled reſolution go about our dury, * 
in an unſhaken. confidence of their pertor- 
mance. | 

Torthis Power of God it was that Abraham, 
the Father of che Faichful, had reſpe&, when 

| C 2 God 


12 A Sermon preached 


Goed promiſed to give him an heir; though 
an impoſlible thing in Nature. He ſtaggered 
not at the promiſe through unbelief, but was ſtrong 
in Faith giving glory to (God, beg fully perſwaded 
that what He had promiſed, He was able alſo to 
perform, iv. Rom: 20, 2b. The object of 
his faith was the promiſe of God ; who, as He 
had never deceived him fo, he knew could 
not be worſe than his word. Burt that which 
preſerved him from ſtaggering at ſuch a Pro- 
miſe as this, was his laying hold on the 
Power of God : which e him ſtrong in 
faith. And the Glory be gave to God, was his 
conceiving fo highly and magnificently of 
' his Power, as nothing to doubt of what He 
had ſaid ; nor inthe leaſt ro imagine the thing 
He promiſed was beyond:it : but to: reſt fully 
perſwadedthat He was no leſs able to perform, 
than He was willing to.promile it. 

The like ftrong Faith we ought to have 
in the power of our Lord Chriſt ; from whoſe 
Majeſty we ſhall extreamly derogare, if. we 
chink there is any thing too-hard for Him to 
do. Bur to think He- cannot do what He 
bath promiſed to do for us, is to blemiſh 
Hm with fuch-a weakneſs, that there cannot 
be a greater diſparagement to- Him. For 


though 
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though it be no diſcredit to one of us, not 
to be able to do every thing, that another 
man can do : yet to put our Friends in hope 
and expeCtation, by promiſes, - of what we 
know is without the reach of our abilities, is 
ſuch a diſhonour ; that ir refle&ts ſcorn and 
contempt in the face of thoſe who are guilty 
ofit. © And: therefore it it could be'conceived: 
(which we ought nor in the leaſt ro admit) 
that our Bleſſed Lord hath any weakneſs or 
defe&t of Power in Him; yet ſogreat a de- 
{ef as this, to promiſe things which He can» 
not make good. to hits tins believe them. 
and depend upon them, muſt need be far 
removed from Him. And we being ſure 
that the ſame Goodneſs and :Love which: 
moved Him to make thoſe promiles of Grace 
and ſtrength to us, will move Him to im» 
ploy: his. Power to. communicate them ; we 
ought to truſt to this, and: with an aſſured 
Faith depend. upon His powerful. Goodneſs : 
and in that Faith ſtedfaſtly and couragiouſly 
perform moſt. conſtant obedience ro Him ;- 
who, we are ſure, cannar fail us.. 


I1. 


Bur: that. we. may not deceive our [elves 
with; 
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with a. falte on Him, nor vainly 
crult co his Almighty Power for our aid, lex 
us always remernber/(which will bring me to 
the ſecond thing [|propounded) that it is ſuch 


a Faith m. Hom, and dependance on Ham, as makes. 


165 uſe all the means Which He hath appointed, m 
conjunthion with our truſt m bis might, for our pre- 
ſervation. Ele it is not- a right Faith in the 
power of his Might, nor will derive the com- 
munications of 1t into our ſouls ; for He that 
bids ns confide in that, requires us alſo to- do 
many other things; 'in the exerciſe of which, 
He tells us, we may be confident his Power 
will give us the better. And if we believe 
as we ought, we'ſhall take his word as much 

for the one, as for the other. 
According ro which Do&trine, the Apo- 
{tle (who could beſt explain his own mind) 
immediacely ' adds  chis-injunttion, in the 
words aker my. Text, Put on the whole Armour 
of God, that ye may be able to fland againſt the 
wiles of the Devil. It was not enough it ſeems 
barely to confide in the invincibte ftrength 
of the Lord Jefus; but they muſt put their 
own hand to the work, and prepare them- 
ſelves for the incounter, and yalantly, when 
occaſion was, enter "into it and- ſuſtain it. 
ror 
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For oppolition we maſt expe, as the Apo- 
Rle ſhows verſ. 12. and great oppolition, 
from very powerful, very fubcil, yery indu- 
ſtrious, and | likewiſe invihble Enemies. For 
we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood , but a- 
ipalities and _— againſt the Rulers 
world , againſt ſpiruual 
es in bigh places. Who among other 
ways they have to trouble us, ſtir up the ſpi- 
Tits of evil men to give us all the diſturbance, 
and do- us all the miſchief, that is in their 
power ; and ſtir them up to ſo high a degree 
of rage, that they perlecure _—— 
witch fuch —_ malice and crueley, 4s 
fleſh and blood could not invent ; were it not 
acted by a Diabolical tu 
This mighty and oppolition we 
are apt to make an Argument, 'why we can- 
not hold out, but ſhould deſpair of being a- 
ble to do our dury. But the Apoltle, i 
contrary , makes « an Argument why we 
ſhould be/ftrong, and refolved, and watch- 
fal,, and ready arm'd againſt all temptations, 
and able to ſtand: becauſe we have to dv 
with ſuch potent- and orafry Enemies, _ 
are' fo much- above us, #1 high places; from | 
whence they can mare ealtly aflault us. - = 
This 
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This: he repeats again, ver/. 1 3. Wherefore 
take wnto you the whole armour of God ;; that is, 
becauſe you have ſo many, ſo great and 
dangerous Enemies to conflict withal, take 
unto you'(to put it on, that is,) that Divine 
Armour which God himſelf furniſhes you 
withal, and let no part of it be wanting, 
bur be intirely at all cimes covered with it; 
that ſo you may be able to withſtand or to rehiit 
with conſtancy and patience, in the evil day; 
or the time when you mult indure many 
calamities for Chriſts ſake: And having done 
all to ſtand ; that is, having compleated your 
reliſtance, by an unyielding reſolution to.con- 
ſent to nothing againſt your duty, you may 
remain as conquerours over all thoſe Ene- 


mies that aflaulkted you. 
Stand therefore, verl. 1 4. he repeats it a 
third time, more to imprint their Duty 


in their mind; and to excite and encourage 
them unto it. He would not have them 
doubt of getting the better; but be confi- 
dent they ſhould be able ro withſtand all 
manner of oppoſition : provided they put on 
intirely that compleat Armour , which he 
was about to recommend to them from God 
himſelf. Without chat, their confidence e- 


ven 
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yen in Chriſt, and his mighty Power, would 
not keep them 'in-latery-: but' they were to 


eruſt -in Him ; unp'oying thoſe 
which He had given them for their detinc 
and ſecurity. . | 

Let me therefore. briefly explain them , 
that you may ſee:what you-have to do, if 
you would be ſtrong .m the Lord and in the power 
of bis might. In which it is impoſſible, that 
any ſhould be able to dire& you, {o 
well as the Apoſtle himſelf: and 
I ſhall ſeek for no other means of attaining 
this Divine ſtrength ; but thoſe which he 
hath ſet down in the remaining part of the 
Epiſtle for this day. 


I. And foſt, you mult take care, to have 

your loyns girt about with truth, verl. 14. that 
is, with a true underſtanding . of all things, 
that concern our duty, fafery and inels. 
Which we can receive from no place lo cer- 
tainly, and ſo amply, as from the Revelation 
our Lord, hath made of the mind of God to 
us in his Golpel, which is called the word of 
truth : teaching us, both what is true and 
falſe, and what is good and evil, ſo tully; 
that we want no neceflary Information, Di- 
| D | rection, 
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reftion, or i in our Chriſtian 
warfare. rewh we- mult make it our baſi- 
gets to, underſtand. the mind ' of 
God, to let it fit cloſe to our hearts: 

for that is to have it girt about 14, 

"This will make us ready againſt all af: 
fgules, and they. will find.us bertes prepared» 
ta.reccive thern : we. ſhall be the more ar 
liberty, and- have u_ int to ith 
tangle our mind, and hinder us from doing 
aur duty, Epr that-was the end of a Sauldiers 

ding up his cloaths about his loyns ; that 
_ betbemorenimble, and expedite-in- 
_—_— he was not incumbred by his 
prone me ng looſely about his Goda 
Such . will the - know i e of-chings, el- 


pecially. of the Truth as it is m Jeſus, render our: 
minds. Which will find themlelves fs for any 
ſervice, and able to perform i with caſe and + 


freedom: whenthey are delivered by this illu- 
rgmation, fam alk vain abour thole. 
which we call Good and-Exil in this 
world ; from all falſe principles; from canſt» 
les doubrs and {cruphes ; confuſion of-. 
choughts, cnhanecatity of mind:;_ which 
weaken and difcourage- the hearts of men, 
ans 
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Whole advantage lyes i j 

which this Divine Lighe ſhining in us 
chaſe ; and let us foe through all the 
Gn cottanne we arc tempted to 


commit any Sin, or to negleft. our dury:; 
ere punt age bank of thera traciparens, 
More. | 


Far Truth is and will prevail ; not 
indeed uale(s ir be feared and rooted in our 
minds ; bur if ic have taken faſt hold chere, 
it hath the Lord oa its fide; whoſe mi 
power relides there where ns ſacred T 
wind, i merhing himGlfreflig in ws 

is in us. 

Theze would nor, for inſtance, be fo ma- 
ny iy and cm —_ their red 

many timerous 

he will ob aking x, {0 man Fold 
and indiflerent who care not be- 
cames of it; it we underſtood the truth of 
it better, and its principles did not hang 
lagſe in our minds: but we had a lively 
ſenſe of ies excellency, purity , ſimplicity, 
and Divine original. Which would preſerve 
us alſo from doing any thing unbecoming our 

D 2 Religi- 
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Religion, while we make profeſſion-of ir, 
and pretend to-admire ir, ablerein abies 
endeavour: to preſerye it. - For /who could 
were affefted deeply with this ſingle truth-; 
that be who: knows bis Maſters will aud: doth it 
not, ſhall be. beaten with many. ſtripes * ' It will 
go excceding hard with that man, and he 
will lye under the ſevereſt laſhes of his own 
Conſcience, as well as under the heavy. di 
pleaiure of. his Lord and Maſter: who taught 
him the way of God in truth, if he would 
have taken care, and {et his heart, to: walk 
init. Which leads me tothe next. 

W. Unto this clear knowledg of the truth: 
as it is in Chriſt, we muſt add the _— 
of. Righteouſneſs. Which-is nothing elle, but 
integrity of keart, andloyal Aﬀection to:our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter Chriſt : a fincere 
and unfeigned love to the buſineſs of Chrifti- 
anity 3 which we underſtand to be the will 
of, God. > ITIFG 

For a Breſt-plate you know'is the defence 
of the region of the heart; and Righteouſneſs I 
take here ro be as much as uprightnels and 
incerity in what we prerend:* and therefors 
both 
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Me corta —— 
ahd affe&ion; ro all-that we know to be the 
mind of Chriſt; aiming at nothing in the 
world, but to keep a'good Confrience; and. 
theteby to defies the love of God, and at 
aft to obcain, favour with Him in the day. of. 
the Eord: 

Which, befides thit'ir is moſt highly e- 
ſteemed by our blefled Saviour; above all, 
knowledge arid wiſdom in the world, and 


may certainly depend' upon: His power for 
the maintenance of thar Thich 3 : ſo erb=urk un- 


to Him ; hath many in” 
it, to inde tis er in our Choir 


warfare. 

For a conſtant ſedſe 6f our fidelity to our 
Lord; naturally gives us a' ftronger confi- 
defice-thar He-will be faichfil'6nrs ns. © 

This 'makes ut alſd' as'b6ld and' fearleſs 
as Lyons; when we have nothing within to 
diſmay us : but all the reaſon in the world' 
to be Sued and confident, chat we ſhall ilk 
attain our- end; which is, to approve our. 
ſelves to our Lord and Maſter, whatloever: 
befals us. 

And on. the other fide, winhit more 
dauntss 
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.daunts all oppaſcrs, os ſtrikes luch 4 terror 
- into. qur Enenvics ;. wha ae in dread of. 


alone, who far nothing; but to, loſe har. 


If this be the ole thing we reſolve wo pre- 
Ok 2001 wan 0 tens » 
ſhall have thus ad > allo by it ; that we 
ſhalt the more clearly diſcern what is the (us 
reſt way to lafery in dangerous times, if it 
-rmay be had tg 


though 
or 

And (as this is the ſfuxeſtimark of iſo) the 
lareſt-way to preſerve it, is to give daily 


-proofs-of -it ro -our ſelves, upon all {uch oc- 


\caliogs -as continually preſers thenalelves : 
which 


x Ub 


have prevaricated, out Repettranc 4 
for it harh been fo fincere, thar it thoſ in- 


ard greareft Etterty te have to -cortfiitt 
whal,: in whatſoever ſhape ic firtil approach - 


3. " 

To be confeions ther to our ſelves of no + 
ettormons Erittre; or to Gall temindt kbw fo-- 
licitoully:. 
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licicouſly we have made our peace with God, 
and whar| an We bave given, fo 
ay inj t9,por oy_ to on 
n to us; 'no toni us 
png fears 5 4 guilt, unrepented of, 
10 ſtare us. in te fce and threaten us 3 will 
be as good a Breſt-plate, -as if we were. invi- 
my a 6290 oo onal fm 
© that 1s j upright, unmoveab 
© his honeſt R pupae, ta | 
©Joye to Goodnels 
« the rage of the onde a _ he countenance 
©of on Fanny comma him wicked 
© things, ſhake , his OT mind : bur 
« though | the fe ord thonld be ſuppoſed to 
© crack, *and break in pieces, and fall about 
his ears, the ruin of it will oppreſs a fearleſs 
<perlon. . . 
Thus an Aociens Poet could .boaſt,, ins 
ſpired only with a natural ſenſe, which he 
had of the courage and ſtrength, chat true 


and {incere love to vertue, gives the 
Tx him in ara dwells. He hach 


mward peaceand uilliry (as an 
Chriſtian feels 4 EIS ay rs than any 

man can do) which makes him leſs regard 
Al outward accidents. Whereas, ifa mags 
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heart correſpond not with what he knows to 
be the truch ; what contentment can he have 
to ſuffer any thing for that, which doth him 
no good ? Who can doubt but the coyetous 
man will rather forſake the Truth, than his 
Riches ; which he takes to be infinitely more 
pretious ? and an ambitious man rather quit 
it than his preferment; and an intemperate 
man abandon it, than forego his pleaſure ? 
wee they have corrupted his Soul, and there- 

© it weak and feeble: and deprived 
it rp that Breaſt-plate, which a man that in- 
tirely loves the Truth, and follows it, is 
armed withal. 

.In one word, it we have not ſincerely 
practiſed that which we underſtand to be our 
duty, or if we have done it lamely and by 
halves : this will give us the moſt grievous 
wound , when we refle& upon it, and fo 

all our Conlciences ; chat we ſhall find it to 
be the ſharpeſt Enemy we have, wear 


rial. 


[{I. But the Apoſtle further adviſes them, 
if the 7 would be ſtrong in the Lord, to have 
ee 


their feet ſhod with the prep eparation of the G 
of peace, verl. 15. which adyice he "- 


poles 
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[ 

ſes, that they who believed the Truth and 

rtily loved it, would be deſirous to pro- 
pagate their belief, and perlwade others to 
entertain it. For all men are naturally in- 
clined to endeayour to make others of their 
opinion: and the more neceſlary they ap- 
prehend any thing to be, with the greater 
carneſtneſs they preſs to bave it generally re- 
ceived. 

But he would haye them be ſure, not to 
forſeic the repucation of true wildom, nor to 
loſe their integrity (vwhich he had ſpoken of 
before) by being turbulent in this buſineſs : 
but diſpoſe themſelves to go (for that is the 
end of putting on ſhoes) and endeayour to 
{pread the Golpel, or Chriſtianity among 
their neighbours, after a peaceable manner. 

Which are two counſels that contribute 
much to the ſecuring our Chriſtian Reſoluti- 
an. For he that deſigns ſincerely to promote 
Religion in others, will not cally orlake it 
himſelf, And the more good any man doth, 
the more he is like to receive from the-hand 
of the Lord. | But we ſhall do little good, 
unleſs we do i in a peaceable manner : with 
the ſpirit of meeknels, and love, and quiet- 
nels ; without which a man can neither be 
thoroughly 
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thorougly Religious himſelf, nor make others 
ſo. For nothing more takes us all off from the 
buſineſs of true Religion, than contentions 
and quarrels, though they be about Religi- 
on. Therefore we muſt follow Peace, as 
well as that Purity, without which no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord : and be readily prepared 
rather to ſuffer any thing, than to make a 
buſtle and a ſtir about that which teaches us 
all ro ſtudy to be quiet ; and is very much diſho- 
noured and indangered too by our unnatural 
and unſeaſonable contentions. 

For Souldiers, to whoſe warfare the Apo- 
ſtle here alludes, are never ſafe, but when 
they all agree, and are in unity one with a- 
nother, as well as with their chief Comman- 
der : whoſe great leſſon is rhis in the Chriſti- 
an diſcipline, be at Peace among your ſelves, 
By Chriſtian Love , Charity, and friendly 
Communion, , we ſhall be much ſtronger a- 
gainſt all aſſaults, whether from the Devil, 
the Fleſh, or the World, than if we fight 
ſingle againſt them, or, -which is worſe, be 
divided, and at laſt, perhaps, fight one with 
another. For, to omit other reaſons, we 
ſhall invite more of the Divine power'iinto 
our hearts, when we live in Unity; .and 
E 2 Peace, 
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Peace, and brotherly accord, wherein He 
delights : bur ſhall weaken our ſelves ex- 
treamly, and lye open and expoſed to the 
common Adyerlary (both to the Devil and 
all his inſtruments) when like quarrelſome 
Souldiers, we fall out and are at fewds one 
with another. © For where envying and ſtrife is 
(iii. Jam. 16.) there is confuſion, and every evil 
work. The Devil gets in at this breach a- 
bove all others ; __ tempts men to the moſt 
erous fins and moſt ſpiritual wicked- 
neſfles. Which prove not only the ruin of 
particular ſouls, but of whole Societies and 
Churches : and therefore the cauſes of ſuch 
diviſions ought moſt carefully to be avoided ; 


# we would ſtand faft like men, and be 
ſtrong, in the cyil day. 


Fhis is a point to be now moſt diligene- 
ly ſtudied, becauſe it is of great neceſlity 
to this Church and at- this time. When we 
had need be all prepared, co maintain, ar leaſt, 
the Truth which we profeſs : but cannot in 
all likelyhood ſecure, unleſs we ſtrengthen 
our ſelves, by being knit together moſt hear- 
tily and: Cady in fach Brotherly affeftion ; 
that, thongh there be-too many Diſſenters, 

God 


XUM 


XUM 
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God knows, who cannot or will. not con- 
form to the publick Laws yet, the peace be 
preſerved, and not the leaſt thing done to 
diſturb the ſertlement of this Church. Which, 
whatlocyer defets any. man may think. it 
hath, is ſo well conftituted ;. that as there is 
lictle hope to ſee a better, ſo if it be diſturbed, 
we ſhall find, to our coſt, that we have 
changed for. one infinitely worle : though it 
be one of our own making and deviſing. 

Let us conſider that if the Apoſtles and,o- 
thers, thought themlelves obliged to propa- 
gate the Fruth it ſelf in a peaceable.manner; 
even the moſt neceſlary and eflential Truths 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which:they Preached 
without any diſturbance to the publick Go: 
vernment: much more ought: we to. be v 
careful not to unſertle. a Chriſtian Church 
well eſtabliſhed, nor to make a rupture in it; 
about thoſe things,. which are now contro- 
verted. Which- might be | better- handled, 
and to more adyantage, and hope of convin- 
cing one- another, it we did live in Unity, 
| in the ſame Communion, notwithſtane 
ding our differences; than when we ſeparate 
and divide one from another : For then-we 
begin to. look upon each other as ___—_ 

an 


\ > 
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and are not ſo apt to be moved by thoſe Ar- 
guments ; which might be very effectual,if we 
continued knit together in the ſame Society. 


Bur if this cannot be, yet whatſoever dif- 
ferent perſwaſions we have about Rites and 
Ceremonies, and ſuch like things, I am fure, 
it is every mans intereſt to be thus far a peace- 
able Diflenter ; as tro comply with the pub- 
lick order fo far as he is. able with a ſafe Con- 
| fcience; and where he cannot comply, to be 
quiet, not to make a ſtir by contradiction 
and oppoſition; but merely ro omit, what 
he cannot do: Not eviling the Publick Eſta- 
bliſhmenc, nor indeavour to bring ic into 
contempt, and to overthrow it. 

For whoſoever ſpends his zeal that way, 
and rakes himſelf for a man of ſpirit,” doch 
but abuſe himſelf and the Goſpel, in giving 
the name of c ted of ho 
and calling that wr” Ho which is mere in- 
ſenſibiliry of Gods Holy Laws, about Humi- 
liry, Meckneſs, | Patience, Peaccableneſs , 
long-fuffering, and fuch like Vertnes. Which 
great things did we lay to heart, we ſhould 
be more quiet, and not make a quarrel about 
the ſmall matters, which now divide us : =_ 
rather 
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rather bear with what is well ſettled, and 
not impious ; than go about to mend it: þy 
fierce oppolitions. Which commonly pro- 
duce bitter ſtrife and contention ; and that is 
followed by worſe diſorders: which the A- 
poltles ro avoid, connived at many things a- 
mong the Jewiſh Chriſtians, which they by 
no means approved of, but deſired to lee re- * 
formed. | 

And after men have done all they can, it- 
they be not able co endure ſome things peace- 
ably , which they do nox like ; they mult 
ſeek for another kind. of world than this, 
and for more perfect Creatures than Men. 

There will be defefts in- all humane con-- 
ſticutions ; there will be variety of apprehen- 
ſions, even in thole things which God him- 
ſelf hath declared : after never ſo many 
changes, we ſhall be as far from ſettlemenc 
as ever ; if we will not be quiet cill allchings 
be according to our mind. . And therefore I 
take ic to be much becter (as a wile man re- 
ſolved many years ago) to be driven on ſhore 
by a ſtorm, " von a crazy veſlel ; than 
in a ſtronger to be ſtill upon a tempeſtuous 
ſea, in the power of the winds, and in dan- 
ger of Shipwracks,- - > 7 16 (00 

As 


Alm 
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As for us who have conſented to be go- 
verned 'by the Laws 'of -this Church, and 
have ſubmitted to irs-orders ; there needs not 
many words, ſure, to perſwade us to la 
aſide all our enmities, though never fo ſmall, 
at:uch a rime as this : together with all jea- 
louſies, ſuſpicions and evil furmiſes ; much 
more all evil-{peakings,and whatſoever is con- 


trary to that love which ought to be between 
- us. We ought not, now eſpecially, to be 
{o much as cold towards one =o 6d be- 
caule of any diflerences that may happen to 
be in our opinions: (or which we fancy to 
be berween us) but embrace each other with 
a fervent Charity ; as thoſe who are link to- 
gether by the lame common faith, and in- 

aged in the ſame common cauſe, and muſt 
Rand or fall rogether. 


But in the proſecution of this weighty point 
I have been tranſported ſo far, that I have 
lefe but little time for the remaining ; which 
1 mult cherefore pals -over the more briefly. 


; TV. The nextis the Sheld of Faith, v. 16. 
which the Apoſtle faith, we muſt above all 
things guard our ſelyes withal. That is, = 
m 
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muſt continually repreſent to our _cs of 
a ſtrong and lively Faith, ' the great rewards / 
which Chriſt hath promiſed co his valiant” 
followers. Thele we muſt ever carry before 
our eyes, as 2 Souldier did his ſhield ; that 
by an actual preſent ſenſe of them, we may 
beat off all aſſaults either from pleaſure or 
from pain, which are made upon us to 
move us from our duty. For either of them 
may be underſtood by the fiery darts of the 
wicked, which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of : 
the motions to inordinate pleaſure bei 

ſomerimes no leſs hot and violent, than 
the grief and pain which we feel by fore 
2 eng which are more peculiarly cal- 
ted in the Holy Scriptures by the name of 
the Fiery Trial. As thoſe work very fierce- 
ly upon fear, ſo do pleaſures upon deſire : 
and. by this Faich we ſhall be able to yan- 
quiſh both. Witneſs the Conſeſſors and 
Martyrs, who having firſt overcome them- 
{elves ; could not be moved from their ſted- 
faſtnels, when they ſaw a real Fire before 
them, into which they were rhreatned to 
be thrown, if they did not recant the pro» 
ſeſſion of Chriſtianity. This Shield of Faith 
was their ſecurity, they being fully - perſwa- 
F ded 
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all [power in Hea- 
_—_—— thema from the 
_ ro. an immonal., and more j0us 
life ; if they did not, to' gain or fave the 
beſt thing in this world, ER 
Sacred Laws. 
For this Faith -was ſo' potent , that ir 
wrought in them a lively hope; which is 


the next thing. 


V. And take the Hilo of Sato (vel. 
x7.). which inthe 4, T heſſ. v. 8.. is called the 


Hape of Salvation, 'F bis he compares 50 4 
Helmet (which, your: know. is he Armor of 
the head) bechafe the. bleſſed hope of im- 
mortal Glory hereafter, and of. Gods ſpeci- 
al favour, love and-ptoteftion hee, ragkes 
a.Man, cx himſelf! and lik up big boyd, 
x. we lay; with. confidence and. boldoels, 
in _ raid of the nn rerrors and 


auh, when thenn; 


works by-love = rs fachful. unto 
God. Thea we rhay;\have tt 


him ; 


+ him ;-and this Hope 
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will make us not only 

, and (6 full 'of-coutage,: that! we ſhall 
nox quait-or be caſt down any (dieadfil 
appearance of dangers, bur inable us ro re» 
joyte im Hope of 'the Glory of God. 


VE. To which he adds, The | Sword: of' the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, ot ve Ges 
__ For are the Treaſtiry-of 
chole Sacred Promiles, which are che great 
ſupporr of our Sotils; the Repoſiroty or Ma- 
gazine (as I may call chem) wherein ate kaid 
up thoſe Truths (ſpoken of in the beginning) 
which we muſt oppoſe to'all the tempea- 
tions, which enher bs aa ottt - Faith and 
Hope, or world fednce us from our Obedi: 
— And therefore erty —obrmog— 
we be youth rats et in roo 2nd pn earnit 
ro wield chis weapon aright ; ; and thereby 
cut in {under all objeftions, as our Blefſed 
Saviour did, when the Devil tempted him 
m the Wilderneſs. And by ho tricans fuffer 

y body w'wreſt this Sword bur. of our 
wo for if they do, they have ſo effectrally 
dilarmed us; that 'we may in time yield to 


any thing.” They my make*"itHeffeve 
2 what 


what they. pleaſe ;; having our Faith in 
their keepi : and lkewits do what they 
pleaſe ;' perlwading -us the beſt ſervice we 
can do to God, is to be the greateſt Ene- 
mies, diſturbers and deſtroyers of mankind. 


VI Lafth, All cheſe will be che more 
effeftual, if by ardent Prayer (as the Apo- 
{tle adviſes, -verſ. 18.) we call in the afbiſt- 
ance of Heaven; Praying alway with all Pray- 
er and ſupplication im - the ſpirit, watching there- 
wita, with all perſeverance, and ſupplication for-all 
Saints. For, as it is not enough to- be thus. 
armed and; appointed for the; combate, un- 
leſs God.be preſent with us, (which we ought 
to believe He will, as I told you ar firſt, 
becauſe he hath ſaid He will) fo it is not 
chars 90 wel mgon-bis wand and ſtedfaſt- 
ly. believe it ; but He expe&ts to be ſolicited 
4 his aid, by our earneſt Prayers and Sup- 
lications., 

This He hath. commanded, as much as 
far. the ather we haye ns promiſe. And 
our very. Prayers make us ſtrong, by givin 
us 2 nk ſenſe of (if = = 
not cold and careleſs) and a more vigorous 
apprehenſion of, bis. love, and of qur Hea- 


venly 
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venly Conntry ; ro which they lift up our 
eee i And beſides,” they NNerive "nds 
ſtrength from Him ; when we faithfully im- 
portune Him, that he will inable us to dil- 
charge all the duties of good Chriſtians, in 
every condition. - And they intitle us alſo 
wo his powerful proteftion, when we com- 
mend our ſelves intirely to His Providence, 
and truſt all we have with Him. Which 
likewiſe mightily raiſes our ſpirits, and gives 
us 2. higher degree of ftrengeh, confidence; 
and courage; when we think we have made 
Him our fiend by thus intruſting Him, and- 
relying wholly upon Him, to make us hap- 
py in what way He himſelf pleaſes. 

' And if all Chriſtians made a Conſcience- 
allo, to Pray one for another, it might ſtill be 
of greater force, and avail more toward'our 
Salvation. For fo the Apoſtle would have 
us, make Farms for all ſaints, that-is, Chri- 
ſtians : thar they alſo may be indued with 
the power of Chriſt, and get the victory: 
over-their ſpiritual 'Enemies. 

And thele Prayers - would ' be ſtill more 
prevalent, did we all perſevere, as he ſays, in 
our Supplications ;- and Pray - always, at all 
times of-prayer ; - and that m the ſpirit ;-very 
ardencly, . 
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ardently, and with fuch fervent deſires for 
ſpiritual aid from Heaven, as we feel for choſe, 
hs we moſt need for this monral. life. 

And thisalſo, with ſo great care and ſolicitude, 

that we watch for opportunities of Pra 

and, when great dangers prels us, take ake Gre 
time from our ſleep,” or other occaſion, 
for this Heavenly converſe with God: our 
OA VIOUr. 

This 4s a thing wherein we are too de 
feftive ; and fo find our ſelves faint: and 
weak in the performance of the reſt of the 
duries of. Chriſtian life : becauſe we languiſh 
in our Deyotion, eſpecially in our Co x x ON 
PRAYER ; ou we meet together | to 
Prays r our elves, but for one a- 

ws _— 


King particularly, the Royal - 


Fan, 'the great Council of the Kingdom, 
the Clergy, C. all People, of whatſoever or- 
der or condition they be. Whom it we 
did commend to God with greater carneſt- 
neſs, and true fervour of aftetion, we 4g 
find, I am confident, as happy eflects 
our Prayer , as we our lelyes deſire. 
ſhould either , for inſtance, prevail wich \ 
God, to turn from 15 all thoſe evils, which 


we moſt righteonſly have deſerved; or to en- 
able 


xXUl 


XUM 
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able us, ſo to pat our full truſt and confidence 

#s bis mercy, as coriltanding any troubles, 
to. ferve bim evermore in holmefs, and pureneſs of 

living, to his bonour and glory. 


To fumme up all that hath: been- faid ; 
The Apoſtle in this Diſcourſe compares Obtri- 
ſians unto Souldiers : who being to' con- 
fit with their Enemies, took care, as not to 
want weapons themſelves {o, not to leave any 
part of their bodies uncovered and expoſed to 
the weapons of their Adverfaries. The middle 
af cheir body they girt about with a Belt ; 
upon their Breſt they wore a Breſt-plate ; up+ 
on their Head a Helmet ; Greaves (as they are 


called in che Rory of Goliath) px ther legs; 
2 ſhield they carried in their left hand, and a 


anon in Fer ht; and being thus ap- , 


called ther Gods for 
—_ and rac a Such a'complete Armour 
muſt we Chriſtians pur on, if we will con- 
flict ſucceſsfully __ our ſpiricual Enemies : 
who are of little force to do us any harm ; 
if they always find us armed with'Teurh in 
our mind, with Integrity in our heart, with 
Parity and praceableneſs in our affe&tions, with 
Faith 3 in Gods promiſes, and hope of his Sal- 
vation i 
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vation (working both in mind and - heart 
and affeftions) with the word of God: okten in 
our hand, and with deyout Prayers and Sup- 
plications i in our mouth (proceeding from our 
very heart and moſt intimate deſires) where- 
by we conſtantly implore both for our ſelves 
and our fellow Chriſtians, the gracious al- 
liltance of Him, who is the Captain of aw 
Salvation; and by theſe means got the vito- 
ry, and won the Crown, which He now 
wears at God's right hand. 
=. And be you well aflared, that in chis way, 
by being trained up in Chriſtian know ledg, 
and ſincere love to what you know to be 

your duty ; by Faith, by Hoek, by reading 
= meditating in the Holy Scriptures, by ar- 
dent Prayer to the Almighty (elpecially in 
ſincere fellowſhip and communion one 
another) you ſhall prevail likewiſe : and get 
the, better of every thing that oppoles your 
ſincere reſolution to do and ſufler th the whole 
will of Chriſt Jeſus. 


In Him therefore inc e your ſelves, 
and receive this word of Exhortation which 
the Apoſtle here gives us, be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of bis might, Fortifie 


your 
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your ſelves with a firm belief, that he is 
able co ſend you relief,” and that, He will 
not fail ro ſuccour you, from: above ; if 
you reſolutely  indeavour .to do 'your du- 
ty, in the way that He hath preſcribed 


you. | 


"The words ſeem to me, to, be the very 
ſame with thoſe of the Lord to Joſhua (when 
he was <0 enter into Canaan, and ſubdue 
that Country) - which” are repeated thrice 
within the compaſs of a few Verſes. i. Joſh. 
6. Be ſtrong and of a good courage; and verl. 
7. only be thou ſtrong and very couragions ; and 
again verl. 9g. Have not I commanded. thee ? be 
ſtrong and of a good courage : neither be thou gdiſ* 
mayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee, whi® 
therſoever thou 1g9eft From which words 
you -may.cake! the. trueſt © interpretation; of 
my - Text; -and. look upon. Faſo and the 
Jraelites, as a lively- picture of the- ſtate of 
us Chriſtians. 'The Lord promiſed to be 
with him, ' whitherſoever he went,: and bad 


him nothing doubt,  þut by. his Gy A 

he ſhould yanquiſh all the Conan 

for all this he and the Iſraelites were to 
hgh 
rding 


up armed againſt chem , and both "to 
G 


ACCO 
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xccording to ſuch direQtions -as He gave 
them, 'and 'to keep. themſelves from- every 
thing, | which ' He- forbad them : 
nor depend merely ott the- arm of che 
give then the vidtory. 
Even ſo -»y we ftre our ſelyes in 
our Blefled Lord, and the power of his 
might; and chink we hear Him ſay-to us, 
Have ' not I commanded you? be ſtrong 
therefore, and 'of a- good courage : be not 
difmnzyed,” I the Lord' am witch ; whi- 
therſaever you 'go , ſ-whatberer you 
do'; and by me you ſhall overcome all dif- 
ficylties: - Bur we muſt. noe! ſs truſt ro this 
Power of his,” as to be” yerhils/ and negli- 
'our ſelves; no, He will firengthet: and 
us, if we put on the'whole Armour of 
ed 


—_— 


ahh jaar the pa, of 
Gad, fr Prayer, and an honeſt refolution 
fiot to; yielt by-any means-to” their impor- 
'tyniries; but tobe the > excited by 
= ſoiciratidns| 'to uſe oor moſt 

| yanquifh-them. Then as Da- 
k...? nl Bah to ho Son mn pr hm 
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to enter upon 4. great. work, 1 Chron. xxviij, 
20.) ſo may I lay iq eyeryone of you; 


Be .ſtrong. and courage and do it": fear 
wh 2a me oo 1 Ag Lord God ar 
be with thee, He will not fail thee nor forſake 


thee, until thou haſt finiſhed all the work for the 
ſervice of the Houſe of the Lord. 


Ir is for God and for His glory, that we 
hght reſolutely againſt che Devil, the World, 
and. the Fleſh, and therefore why ſhould 
we doubt of his aid, when by the Victory 
He will be honoured as well as our ſelves? 
We, not - only may but, © to: ask it, 
and t0.expett it-with a humble confidence 
in his Almighty Goodneſs : who hath told 
us He will us ing, which we beg 
in the Name! of.che Lord. Jeſus. - And. what 
can we of Hins more acceptable | co 
Him, as well as neceſſary for us, than this; 
thar we may be able (in our place and 


Name, think you, be more prevalent, and 
obtain greater Salvation 'for us, than when 
creed to his own particular order and 
delue) we make mention, of . it;,, and 
 F&..- 6 , com- 
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commemorate his ove, in» the Communion 
of his body and blood ? KFU0T "RY 
There we may' offer up our Prayers and 
Meditations in the moſt acceptable and pre- 
vailing manner. There alfo we may ex- 
cite our Faith, and quicken '6ur Hope; and 
inflame our Chariry, ahd. knit our ſelves 
ene to another in Brotherly love, and in- 
gage to Him our Fidelity : and by all theſe 
means receive a. greater increaſe of ſtrength 
and courage, to do and to endure wharſo- 
ever He would have us. 


And therefore ler me admoniſh you of 
this, for a concluſion of this diſcourfe (in 
which I have delivered, or rather the Apoſtle 

ht us, many important truths, bur none 
perhaps of greater moment than chis) char 
when the Apoſtle adviſes us here to: Pray 
with all Prayer and Supplication, this way of 
praying andſnpplicating, by making: a com- 
memoration of ©hriſts Death and Paffion in 
the Holy Euchariſt; where we repreſent to 
God how He offered himſelf a Sacrifice for 
us, is certainly included; This is one ſorr of 
Prayer; | and- the chiefeft among Chriſtian 
people : nay, the moſt proper-to them of aft 
other,. From. 


Yimw 


XUM 
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From whence we may ſafely conclude, 
that they who negle& this; "lye more open 
to temprations than other men. They have 
not put on the. whole Armour of God ; . but 
want a principal part of ir, and that part 
which is - moſt properly Chriftian - 'and 
therefore muſt blame themſelves that * they 
are- no better men ; but are ſo frequencl 
overcome, and fall into: fin, eyen a Lin 
their reſolutions (perhaps) and. notwithſFan> 
ding their Prayers, and their Jooking up to 
the Lord Jeſus for help. There is a great 
thing ſtill wanting ; they do not uſe all the 
means- that -He- hath. appointed tor. the 
obtaining of his help. There is one 
manner of addreſs to Him, which they ei- 
ther live in a conſtant negle&t of, or but 
ſeldom apply therg(elyes, ſeriouſly to irs ſo- 
lemn uſe. For if they did tm good earneſt- 
and with all their hearts, dd this often in re- 
membrance of Him, as He hath required ; 
they would find their Chriſtian reſolucion 
ightily fortified, and their ſouls indued 
with much frength, to do. all the reſt. of 
the-will of Chriſt: 
Nay, they would at laſt do- their duty, 
tough in it ſelf difficult, chearfully and: 
triumphant- 
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iy , fayiog with Sc. 'Paul, elſe- 
Rew.39 , &c.). Who. ow! ſeparate 

1s _ Griſt? 

or diſtreſs, ., or per ni or _ or naked- 

neſs, or ala Nay, Falaryy ap 
are. mare; thay canqguerours, 

=" To nnd rg and the 

Holy Ghoſt, be Glory and Majeſty, Do- 

minian and Power . ST now and ever, 


